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SPECIFICATION 

A LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY APPARATUS AND A METHOD 
FOR MANUFACTURING THE SAME 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to a liquid crystal 
display apparatus and a method for manufacturing the 
same. In particular , it relates to a liquid crystal 
display apparatus and a method for manufacturing the same 
which defines an optimum arrangement of STN-type liquid 
crystal devices and structural components each connected 
to the liquid crystal devices, in order to realize a high 
quality image. The present invention can be 
advantageously applied to a liquid crystal display unit 
used in a portable terminal , a game apparatus used as a 
toy, etc. 
BACKGROUND ART 

For example, an STN-type liquid crystal apparatus 
has been disclosed in Japanese Unexamined Patent 
Publication No. 7-191296 (published date: July 28, 1995, 
"A liquid crystal apparatus"). This liquid apparatus 
includes a display cell holding a nematic liquid crystal 
layer between a first substrate having a first 
transparent electrode and a second substrate having a 
second transparent electrode, and an optical anisotropic 
member for correcting a phase difference structured using 
a polymer film or a compensating liquid crystal cell 
between a second polarization board and the second 
substrate which are provided between a first polarization 
board and the second polarization board. 

According to this document, the nematic liquid 
crystal layer of the display cell (corresponding to the 
liquid crystal devices) is twisted and oriented by 120° 
or more, and a twist angle and a retardation And of the 
optical anisotropic body are set to predetermined 
conditions in accordance with the twist angle of the 
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nematic liquid crystal layer and the retardation And 
which is obtained by a product of a double refractive 
index An and a gap "d" between substrates f so that 
undesirable color on the display, occurring during a 
5 turned on/off state of the liquid crystal devices, can be 
resolved. 

In this document, however, since the twist angle and 
the retardation And of the optical anisotropic member 
(corresponding to the twisted phase difference board) are 

10 set in accordance with the twist angle and the 

retardation And of the nematic liquid crystal layer, the 
following items (1) to (6) have not yet defined 
concretely. That is, (1) a relationship of an angle 
between a direction of the twist angle of the twisted 

15 phase difference board and the direction of the twist 

angle of the liquid crystal device; (2) the relationship 
of the angle between an oriented direction of the liquid 
crystal molecule of an alignment film of the second 
substrate and a molecule-oriented direction of a lower 

20 polymer of the twisted phase difference board; (3) the 
relationship of the angle between an absorption axis of 
the first polarization board and the oriented direction 
of the liquid crystal molecule of the alignment film of 
the first substrate; (4) the relationship of an angle 

25 between an absorption axis of the second polarization 
board and the oriented direction of the molecule of an 
upper polymer of the twisted phase difference board; 
(5) the relationship between the double refractive index 
of the nematic liquid crystal layer and the double 

30 refractive index of the twisted phase difference board; 
and (6) preferential view angles at the liquid crystal 
layer of the liquid crystal device. Accordingly, in this 
document, an optimum display quality has not yet been 
realized for resolving undesirable color on the display 

35 occurring during the turned on/off state of the liquid 
crystal device. 
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DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

The purpose of the present invention is to provide a 
liquid crystal display apparatus which can resolve 
undesirable color on the display and can realize bright 
5 and high contrast image quality, based on data obtained 
through various experiments, by defining concretely the 
relationship of each angle described in the above 
items ( 1 ) to ( 6 ) . 

Another purpose of the present invention is to 
10 provide a method for manufacturing the above liquid 

crystal display apparatus which can effectively determine 
a cutting size of a material (below, material-cutting) 
for the structural component based on the structure of 
the above liquid crystal display apparatus so that it is 
15 possible to considerably reduce the manufacturing cost 

and to improve the productivity when manufacturing the 
liquid crystal display apparatus. 

According to the first aspect of the present 
invention, in the liquid crystal display apparatus 
20 comprising a first substrate having a first transparent 
electrode and a second substrate having a second 
transparent electrode; liquid crystal devices holding the 
nematic liquid crystal layer which is twisted and 
oriented by the twist angle of the STN (preferably, in 
25 the range of 180° to 270°) between the first and second 
substrates; the first polarization board which is 
provided for an outside of the first substrate; the 
twisted phase difference board having the liquid crystal 
polymer layer and provided for the outside of the second 
30 substrate; and the second polarization board provided for 

the outside of the twisted phase difference board. 

The twisted direction of the twist angle of the 
molecule orientation of the twisted phase difference 
board is reverse to the direction of the twisted 
35 orientation of the liquid crystal molecule of the liquid 

crystal devices, and the twist angle of the twisted phase 
difference board is structured with an angle smaller than 
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the twist angle of the liquid crystal device by 10° to 
40° . 

Preferably, an angle between the oriented direction 
of the liquid crystal molecule of the alignment film of 
5 the second substrate and the molecule-oriented direction 

of the lower polymer of the liquid crystal polymer layer 
lies in the range of 80° to 90° , and the angle between 
the absorption axis of the first polarization board and 
the molecule-oriented direction of the alignment film of 

10 the first substrate lies in the range of 50° to 60 °, and 
further the angle between the absorption axis of the 
second polarization board and the molecule-oriented 
direction of the upper polymer of the liquid crystal 
polymer layer lies in the range of 30° to 40° . 

15 Further, preferably, in the relationship between the 

retardation Andl which is obtained by the product of the 
double refractive index Anl of the nematic liquid 
crystal layer and the thickness dl of the liquid crystal 
layer, and the retardation And2 which is obtained by the 

20 product of the double refractive index An2 of the liquid 
crystal polymer layer and the thickness d2 of the liquid 
crystal polymer layer, the retardation Andl lies in the 
range of 0.7 to 0.9 \ua, and the difference Andl - And2 
lies in the range of 0.1 to 0.3 \im. 

25 Still further, preferably, the direction of the 

preferential view angle of the liquid crystal device is 
set to any one direction of the hands of a clock showing 
two-thirty, four-thirty, seven-thirty, or ten-thirty* 

Still further, preferably, the second polarization 

30 board and the twisted phase difference board structures a 

bonding unit. In the bonding unit, by utilizing the fact 
that the angle between the absorption axis of the second 
polarization board and the molecule-oriented direction of 
the upper polymer of the liquid crystal polymer layer 

35 lies in the range of 30° to 40° , the second polarization 
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board structured of a rolled film and the twisted phase 
difference board also structured of a rolled film, are 
superposed on each other and bonded in the same roll-out 
direction. After bonding to each other, the bonding unit 
5 can be obtained by cutting to a predetermined size. 

Still further, preferably, the liquid crystal 
polymer layer of the twisted phase difference board has a 
temperature compensating characteristic in which the 
retardation And2 is always smaller than the retardation 
10 Andl of the nematic liquid crystal layer in a 

predetermined temperature range (preferably, 20 °C to 
80°C) . 

According to the second aspect of the present 
invention, in the method for manufacturing the liquid 

15 crystal display apparatus comprising the first substrate 
having the first transparent electrode and the second 
substrate having the second transparent electrode; the 
liquid crystal devices holding the nematic liquid crystal 
layer which is twisted and oriented by the twist angle of 

20 the STN (preferably, in the range of 180° to 270°) 

between the first and second substrates; the first 
polarization board which is provided for an outside of 
the first substrate; the twisted phase difference board 
having the liquid crystal polymer layer and provided for 

25 the outside of the second substrate; and the second 

polarization board provided for the outside of the 
twisted phase difference board; wherein the angle between 
the absorption axis of the second polarization board and 
the molecule-oriented direction of the upper polymer of 

3 0 the liquid crystal polymer layer lies in the range of 30° 
to 40°, 

a) structuring the second polarization board in 
the shape of a rolled film; 

b) structuring the twisted phase difference board 
35 in the shape of a rolled film; 

c) by utilizing the fact that the angle lies in 
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the range of 30° to 40° , arranging the roll-out direction 
of the rolled film of the second polarization board so as 
to become the same roll-out direction of the rolled film 
of the twisted phase difference board; 
5 d) superposing the rolled film of the second 

polarization board on the rolled film of the twisted 
phase difference board, and adhering these rolled films 
when simultaneously rolling out these rolled films; and 
e) manufacturing the bonding unit structured by 

10 the second polarization board and the twisted phase 
difference board by cutting the bonding unit to the 
predetermined size after an adhesion step. 
BRIEF EXPLANATION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is an essential structural view of the 

15 liquid crystal display apparatus of the present 
invention; 

Figure 2 shows data of various angles when 
performing experiments 1 to 7 by changing angles arranged 
between the twisted phase difference board and the 

20 polarization board using the twisted phase difference 

board used in the present invention; 

Figure 3 shows data of the relationship of the 
arranged angles when a desirable display image was 
finally obtained based on the data shown in the following 

25 Figs. 4 to 10, and is shown by the data expressed based 
in the same manner as shown in Fig. 2; 

Figure 4 is a graph which corresponds to 
experiment 1 in Fig. 2 for indicating the relationship 
between the retardation And and the transmission factor 

30 of the twisted phase difference board; 

Figure 5 is a graph which corresponds to 
experiment 2 in Fig. 2 for indicating the relationship 
between the retardation And and the transmission factor 
of the twisted phase difference board; 

35 Figure 6 is a graph which corresponds to 

experiment 3 in Fig. 2 for indicating the spectral 



transmission factor and the relationship of the arranged 
angle of the upper polarization board; 

Figure 7 is a graph which corresponds to 
experiment 4 in Fig. 2 for indicating the supply 
voltage/transmission factor and the relationship of the 
arranged angle of the upper polarization board; 

Figure 8 is a graph which corresponds to 
experiment 5 in Fig. 2 for indicating the supply 
voltage/transmission factor and the relationship of the 
arranged angle of the lower polarization board; 

Figure 9 is a graph which corresponds to 
experiment 6 in Fig. 2 for indicating the spectral 
transmission factor showing the result of the above- 
mentioned data; 

Figure 10 is a graph which corresponds to 
experiment 7 in Fig. 2 for indicating the spectral 
transmission factor based on the relationship between the 
twisted phase difference board and the twist angle; 

Figure 11 is a graph of the spectral transmission 
factor of the liquid crystal display apparatus using a 
uniaxial -oriented film; 

Figure 12 is an explanatory view for schematically 
explaining the relationship of the arranged angle which 
is shown by experiment 1 in Fig. 2; 

Figure 13 is an explanatory view for schematically 
explaining the relationship of the arranged angle which 
is shown by experiment 2 in Fig. 2; 

Figure 14 is an explanatory view for schematically 
explaining the relationship of the arranged angle which 
is shown by experiment 3 in Fig. 2; 

Figure 15 is an explanatory view for schematically 
explaining the relationship of the arranged angle which 
is shown by experiment 4 in Fig. 2; 

Figure 16 is an explanatory view for schematically 
explaining the relationship of the arranged angle which 
is shown by experiment 5 in Fig. 2; 

Figure 17 is an explanatory view for schematically 
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explaining the relationship of the arranged angle which 
is shown by experiment 6 in Fig. 2; 

Figure 18 is an explanatory view for schematically 
explaining the relationship of the arranged angle which 
5 is shown by experiment 7 in Fig. 2; 

Figure 19 is an explanatory view for schematically 
explaining the relationship of the arranged angle which 
corresponds to "FINAL 1" in Fig. 3; 

Figure 2 0 is an explanatory view for schematically 
10 explaining the relationship of the arranged angle which 
corresponds to "FINAL 2" in Fig. 3; 

Figure 21 is an explanatory view for schematically 
explaining the relationship of the arranged angle which 
corresponds to "FINAL 3" in Fig. 3; 
15 Figure 22 is an explanatory view for indicating 

evaluation of the image quality of the liquid crystal 
display apparatus which is provided by the relationship 
of the arranged angles of "FINAL 1" to "FINAL 3" shown in 
Fig. 3; 

2 0 Figure 2 3 is a chromaticity diagram indicating a 

white color at the turned off state of the supply voltage 
for the liquid crystal device; 

Figure 24 is a chromaticity diagram indicating a 
black color at the turned on state of the supply voltage 

25 for the liquid crystal device; 

Figures 25A and 25B are views for explaining a 
problem which occurs when cutting the upper polarization 
board and the twisted phase difference board in a 
conventional art, and Figures 25C and 25D are views for 

30 explaining cutting these boards according to the present 
invention; 

Figure 2 6 is an explanatory view for explaining 
cutting of the upper polarization board and the twisted 
phase difference board in an actual manufacturing method 
35 of the liquid crystal display apparatus according to the 
present invention ; 

Figure 27 is an essential structural view in which a 
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reflection board is added to the liquid crystal display 
apparatus shown in Fig. 1; 

Figure 28 is an essential structural view in which a 
touch panel is added to the liquid crystal display 
5 apparatus shown in Fig. 1; 

Figure 2 9 is a graph for explaining the temperature 
characteristic of the temperature compensating type 
liquid crystal polymer layer and the retardation of the 
nematic liquid crystal layer; and 
10 Figure 30 is a graph for explaining the contrast in 

use of the liquid crystal polymer layer having the 
temperature compensation . 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE PRESENT INVENTION 

The preferred embodiments of the present invention 

15 will be explained with reference to the drawings below. 

Figure 1 is an essential structural view of the 
liquid crystal display apparatus according to the present 
invention. In the drawing, reference number 1 denotes a 
first polarization board, 2 is a liquid crystal device, 3 

20 is a twisted phase difference board, and 4 is a second 
polarization board. The liquid crystal device 2 is 
structured by holding the liquid crystal layer 24, and by 
the first substrate 21b and the second substrate 21a, the 
first transparent electrode 22b and the second 

25 transparent electrode 22a, and the first alignment film 
(lower) 23b and the second alignment film (upper) 23a. 
Further, the twisted phase difference board 3 is 
structured by coating the liquid crystal polymer on the 
transparent film substrate 31b, performing alignment 

3 0 process at high temperature so as to obtain a desirable 

twisted angle, rapidly cooling and fixing it, and coating 
the hardcoart layer 31a. 

In this example, the twisted phase difference 
board 3 is provided between the liquid crystal device 2 

35 and the second polarization board 4, and the following is 
explained with respect to this arrangement. However, 
since the same effect can be obtained if the twisted 
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phase difference board 3 is provided between the liquid 
crystal device 2 and the first polarization board 1, the 
explanation is omitted. 

Further, the twisted phase difference board 3 has a 
5 characteristic which can adjust freely and independently 
the retardation for the direction of the thickness. The 
present invention defines the above-mentioned optimum 
relationship of the angle based on various experiments 
explained below by utilizing the above-mentioned 

10 characteristics. As the twisted phase difference 

board 3, a model "LC film" which was provided by NIPPON 
PETROLEUM & CHEMICAL CO., LTD. and is available in the 
market, was used. 

Figure 2 shows data of various angles when 

15 performing experiments 1 to 7 by changing various 
conditions, i.e., the relationship of the arranged 
angles, using the twisted phase difference board 3 used 
in the present invention. In this experiment, a 
horizontal axis (an x-axis) at the direction of the hands 

20 showing just three o' clock is defined as 0°, the angle 

for anticlockwise is defined as "plus", and the angle for 
clockwise is defined as "minus". The following Figs. 4 
to 10 show the data when changing the retardation and 
wavelength in accordance with the above angle conditions. 

25 Further, Figure 3 shows data of the relationship of 

the arranged angles when a desirable display image was 
finally obtained based on the data shown in Figs. 4 to 
10. In Fig. 3, the best quality of the display image can 
be obtained in the relationship of the angle shown by 

30 "FINAL", and it is possible to realize low cost 

apparatus . 

In Figs. 2 and 3, the "upper (second) polarization 
board" corresponds to the second polarization board 4 in 
Fig. 4; the "twisted phase difference board" corresponds 
35 to the twisted phase difference board 3 in Fig. 3; the 

"upper polymer molecule" corresponds to the upper 
polymer 32a in Fig. 1; the "lower polymer molecule" 
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corresponds to the lower polymer 32b in Fig, 1; the 
"liquid crystal cell" corresponds to the liquid crystal 
device 2 in Fig. 1; the "upper liquid crystal molecule" 
corresponds to the liquid crystal molecule in the second 
5 alignment film 23a in Fig. 1; the "lower liquid crystal 
molecule" corresponds to the liquid crystal molecule in 
the first alignment 23b in Fig. 1; and the "lower (first) 
polarization board" corresponds to the absorption axis of 
the first polarization board 1 in Fig. 1. 

10 The data of the experiment numbers 1 to 7 in Fig. 2 

are shown in the graphs shown in Figs. 4 to 10. That is, 
the experiment number 1 corresponds to Fig. 4; the 
experiment number 2 corresponds to Fig. 5; the experiment 
number 3 corresponds to Fig. 6; the experiment number 4 

15 corresponds to Fig. 7; the experiment number 5 
corresponds to Fig. 8; the experiment number 6 
corresponds to Fig. 9; and the experiment number 7 
corresponds to Fig. 10. Further, Figure 11 shows data of 
the phase difference board used in the prior art, and is 

2 0 provided for comparing the effect of the present 
invention with that of the prior art. 

In the following explanations, a twist angle 240° is 
used for all liquid crystal cells, and the retardation 
Andl is 0.84 ^im, UP is the angle of the absorption axis 

25 of the upper (second) polarization board, LP is the angle 
of the absorption axis of the lower (first) polarization 
board, and LCP is the liquid crystal polymer. 

When the STN is used as the liquid crystal device, 
it is preferable to use the twist angle in the range of 

30 180° to 270°. This is because, when the twist angle 

exceeds 270°, an increase in failures of the alignment 
and deterioration of the response characteristic are 
confirmed experimentally, and deterioration of the slope 
of the characteristic are also confirmed experimentally 

35 at the angle 180° or less. Although the twist angle 240° 

was used in this embodiment according to the present 
invention, if the twist angle lies in the range of 180° 
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to 270° , it is confirmed that the present invention can 
be applied to the liquid crystal. 

In Fig. 4, the ordinate is transmission factor, and 
the abscissa is retardation And2 of the liquid crystal 
5 polymer layer (twisted phase difference board), and this 
graph shows the relationship between the transmission 
factor and the retardation And in the case of the UP 
being in the range of +35° to +75° and the LP being -15° 
(fixed). In this case, for other angles, the upper 

10 polymer molecule is -70°, and the lower polymer molecule 
is +70° as shown by the experiment number 1 in Fig. 2. 

As shown in the drawing, when the UP is +75°, and 
when the retardation And2 is 0.45 \im, the maximum 
brightness is 0.248. 

15 As mentioned above, when the UP is +75°, and when 

the retardation And2 is 0.45 \im, the maximum brightness 
0.248 was obtained. However, the white color which is 
very close to the blue color is found in the spectral 
characteristic of the above data, and this was 

20 undesirable visually. 

In Fig. 5, as well as Fig. 4, the ordinate is 
transmission factor, and the abscissa is retardation 
And2 of the liquid crystal polymer layer, and this graph 
shows the relationship between the transmission factor 

2 5 and the retardation And in the case of the UP being in 

the range of +35° to +75° and the LP being -15° (fixed). 
In this case, for other angles, the upper polymer 
molecule is -80°, and the lower polymer molecule is +60° 
as shown by the experiment number 2 in Fig. 2. 

3 0 As shown in the drawing, when the UP is +45° and 

+ 55°, and when And is about 0.55 jxm, the maximum 
brightness (0.258) is obtained. 

As explained above, although the brightness becomes 
maximum when the UP is +45° (55°) and when And is about 
35 0.55 [xm r these values are insufficient visually to obtain 
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the desirable image. 

In Fig. 6, an ordinate is transmission factor, and 
an abscissa is wavelength of the light, and this graph 
shows the spectral characteristic of the white color when 
5 the UP is in the range of +35° to +75° and the LP being 
-15° (fixed), and the retardation And being 0,6 fjtm. In 
this case, the upper polymer molecule is -80°, and the 
lower polymer molecule is +60°. As shown in the drawing, 
when the UP is +35°, a high transmission factor is 

10 obtained in long wavelength of about 600 nm or more. 

When the UP is +75°, the maximum transmission factor is 
obtained in the wavelength of about 500 nm. Further, the 
transmission factor is decreased in the wavelength of 
about 5 00 nm or more. As explained above, the spectral 

15 characteristic of the white color (tint) fluctuates 

widely. However, when the UP is +45° (dotted line), the 
constant and high transmission factor can be obtained in 
the wavelength of about 500 nm or more. That is, it is 
possible to obtain the white color having stable 

20 characteristic . 

In Fig. 7, the ordinate is transmission factor, and 
the abscissa is supply voltage, and this graph shows the 
relationship between the transmission factor and the 
supply voltage in the case of the UP being in the range 

25 of +35° to +75° and the LP being -15° (fixed), and the 

retardation Andl of the liquid crystal device is 0.6 |im. 
In this case, the upper polymer molecule is -80°, and the 
lower polymer molecule is +60°. As shown in the drawing, 
when the supply voltage is about 2v (within the range 

30 from 2v to a point P), and when the UP is +55°, leakage 
of the light becomes less when the liquid crystal device 
is turned on, and the contrast (a ratio of the 
transmission factors of the black and white) becomes 
good. The UP (an upper polarization board) is set to 

35 +50° after visually taking account the white color. 

In Fig. 8, the ordinate is transmission factor, and 
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the abscissa is supply voltage, and this graph shows the 
relationship between the transmission factor and the 
supply voltage when the UP is +50° (fixed), the LP is in 
the range of -5° to -25°, and the retardation Andl of 
5 the liquid crystal device is 0.6 \\m. In this case, the 
upper polymer molecule is -80°, and the lower polymer 
molecule is +60°. As shown in the drawing, when the LP 
is small, the white color becomes bright, but a black 
color is hard to obtain. Accordingly, when the LP is 

10 about -10°, a good result can be obtained. 

In Fig. 9, the ordinate is transmission factor, and 
the abscissa is a wavelength of light, and this graph 
shows the relationship between the transmission factor 
and the wavelength when the UP is +50° (fixed), the LP is 

15 -10° (fixed), and the retardation Andl of the liquid 

crystal device is 0.6 jjun. The supply voltage is used as 
a parameter. In this case, the upper polymer molecule is 
-80°, and the lower polymer molecule is +60°. 

As shown in the drawing, when the supply voltage is 

20 changed in the range of Ov to 2.2v, the spectral 

characteristic becomes normal white at 0 volt, and is 
also normal at the halftone in the range of 2 . Ov to 
2.05v. Further, the spectral characteristic becomes 
black with a slightly blue color (this is because the 

25 transmission factor does not reach Ov, as shown by 

arrows ) . 

In Fig. 10, the ordinate is transmission factor, and 
the abscissa is a wavelength of light. This graph shows 
the relationship between the transmission factor and the 

3 0 wavelength in the case that the twist angle of the 

twisted phase difference board is +200° (in the above 
mentioned case, this angle is +220°). Further, this 
graph shows the relationship when the UP is +40° (fixed), 
the LP is -15° (fixed), and the retardation Andl of the 

35 liquid crystal device is 0.6 ^m. The supply voltage is 
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used as a parameter. In this case, the upper polymer 
molecule is -100° , and the lower polymer molecule is 
+ 60° . 

As shown in the drawing, when the supply voltage is 
5 changed in the range of Ov to 2.2v, the spectral 

characteristic becomes the normal white at 0 volt, and 
the desirable black can be obtained in the range of 2 • lv 
to 2.2v (this is because the transmission factor reaches 
perfectly 0 when the wavelength is about 500 nm. 

10 In Fig. 11, the ordinate is transmission factor, and 

the abscissa is a wavelength of light. This graph shows 
the relationship between the transmission factor and the 
wavelength when the supply voltage is used as the 
parameter in the liquid crystal display apparatus using 

15 the phase difference board of a conventional uniaxial 
oriented film. This is a product specification of the 
phase difference board made of a uniaxial oriented 
polycarbonate film which is used in the conventional 
product by the applicant. In this example, however, 

20 since the white color (when the supply voltage is Ov) 

becomes light blue, the halftone becomes light brown and 
the black color is changed to blue from brown, it is 
necessary to improve the conventional phase difference 
board (as shown by arrows, the transmission factor does 

25 not reach 0, and a color close to black remains. 

Figures 12 to 18 are explanatory views for 
schematically explaining arrangement relationships 
(angles) shown in Figs. 4 to 10. That is, Figure 12 
corresponds to the experiment 1 of Fig. 2, Figure 13 

3 0 corresponds to the experiment 2 of Fig. 2, Figure 14 

corresponds to the experiment 3 of Fig. 2, Figure 15 
corresponds to the experiment 4 of Fig. 2, Figure 16 
corresponds to the experiment 5 of Fig. 2, Figure 17 
corresponds to the experiment 6 of Fig. 2 and Figure 18 

35 corresponds to the experiment 7 of Fig. 2. 

Further, Figures 19 to 21 correspond to Fig. 3. 
That is, Figure 19 corresponds to " FINAL 1", Figure 2 0 
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corresponds to "FINAL 2", and Figure 21 corresponds to 
"FINAL 3". 

Still further, in Figs. 12 to 21, the "lower 
polarization board" corresponds to the first polarization 
5 board 1 of Fig. 1, the "liquid crystal cell" corresponds 

to the liquid crystal device 2 of Fig. 1 and the "phase 
difference board" corresponds to the twisted phase 
difference board 3 of Fig. 1, and the "upper polarization 
board" corresponds to the second polarization board 4 of 

10 Fig. 1. 

In this example, as shown in the drawing, the twist 
angle between the upper liquid crystal molecule 23a and 
the lower liquid crystal molecule 23b was set to set to 
240° as mentioned above. Further , the twist angle 

15 between the upper polymer molecule 32a and the lower 

polymer molecule 32b of the phase difference board was 
set to either 220° or 200°. 

As mentioned above, the "FINAL 3" is the best in 
viewpoints of display quality and cost performance. 

2 0 Figure 2 2 is a view for explaining an evaluation of 

image quality of the liquid crystal display apparatus 
using the 220°-twisted phase difference board and the 
200°-twisted phase difference board which were prepared 
based on the angle relationship of "FINAL 1" to "FINAL 3" 

25 shown in Fig. 3. Figure 23 is a chromaticity diagram 
which shows the white color when the supply voltage to 
the liquid crystal device is turned off. Figure 24 is a 
chromaticity diagram which shows the black color when the 
supply voltage to the liquid crystal device is turned on. 

30 In Fig. 22, each of values x and y is the value on 

the chromaticity diagram shown in Figs. 23 and 24. As 
shown in the drawing, when the 220°-twisted phase 
difference board is used, it is possible to improve not 
only white color (value Y), but also the halftone. 

35 According to the evaluation based on the viewpoint of an 
observer, the characteristic of the view angle can be 
improved, and the image quality becomes very good. 



Further, when the 200°-twisted phase difference board is 
used, the contrast can be improved. Accordingly, the 
twist angle of the phase difference board is preferable 
in the range of 20 0° to 230°. That is f when the twist 
angle of the phase difference board is set to the angle 
smaller than that of the liquid crystal device (for 
example, 240°) in the range of 10° to 40°, the contrast 
can be improved. On the other hand, when the twist angle 
of the phase difference board becomes smaller, the 
contrast becomes worse and it is not preferable. 

Figure 23 is a chromaticity diagram explaining the 
relationship between the retardation Andl of the liquid 
crystal layer and the white color when the supply voltage 
to the liquid crystal layer is turned off. In the 
drawing, 755 and 770 are values of the retardation Andl, 
and are shown by 0.755 \xm and 0 . 770 (im. As shown in the 
diagram, 755 is positioned on the dark yellow-green in 
the diagram. 770 is positioned on the light yellow-green 
in the diagram. 800 and 840 are positioned on the green- 
yellow close to the white in the diagram. 900 and 1000 
are positioned on the yellow-white in the diagram. 

Figure 2 4 is a chromaticity diagram explaining the 
relationship between the retardation Andl of the liquid 
crystal layer and the black color when the supply voltage 
to the liquid crystal layer is turned on. As well as the 
above, in the diagram, 770 and 800 are values of the 
retardation Andl, and are shown by 0. 770 pirn and 0.800 [xxa. 
770 and 800 are positioned on the intermediate of the 
blue. 900 is positioned on green-blue close to white in 
the diagram. 1000 is positioned on blue-green close to 
white in the diagram. Accordingly, although the black 
having the retardation Andl of 770 to 990 \xm is colored 
slightly blue, a good black can be obtained on the 
display. However, when the retardation Andl is larger 
than 900 nm, the black is close to green and it is not 
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preferable. Further, as explained in Figs. 4 and 5, the 
difference between Andl and And2 , i.e., Andl - And2 , is 
preferable in the range of 0.1 to 0.3 \im, in particular, 
0.2 to 0.3 {xm. 

5 Next, a manufacturing method of the liquid crystal 

display apparatus according to the present invention is 
explained with reference to the drawings. Figures 25A 
and 25B are views for explaining problems in material- 
cutting in the conventional art when cutting the upper 
10 polarization board (formed by a rolled film) and the 
twisted phase difference board (also structured by a 
rolled film) . Figures 25C and 25D are views for 
explaining material-cutting according to the present 
invention . 

15 As explained in detail below, in the conventional 

art, there was considerable loss in material-cutting when 
superposing the twisted phase difference board on the 
upper polarization board. That is, since there is the 
relationship between the molecule-oriented direction of 

2 0 the upper polymer and the direction of the absorption 

axis of the upper polarization board in the liquid 
crystal polymer layer of the twisted phase difference 
board, the above two rolled films cannot be directly 
superposed upon each other as they stand, in the same 
25 rolling direction (i.e., roll-out direction) of the 

twisted phase difference board and the upper polarization 
board, so that there were considerable loss in material- 
cutting. Accordingly, this results in increase of parts 
cost of the liquid crystal display apparatus. In the 

3 0 present invention, it is possible to adhere and wind the 

twisted phase difference board and the upper polarization 
board for the same roll-out direction without loss at the 
material-cutting of the twisted phase difference board so 
that it is possible to reduce the cost of the liquid 
35 crystal display apparatus. The present invention is 
explained in detail below. 



Figure 25A shows arrangement relationship between 
the upper polarization board 4 and the upper polymer 32a 
shown in Fig. 18. That is, the arrow "a" is the 
direction of the absorption axis (i.e., a moving 
direction of the rolled film) of the upper polarization 
board, and the direction of the arrow "a" has +4 0° for 
the x-axis. On the other hand, the arrow "b" the 
direction of the molecule orientation (i.e., the moving 
direction of the rolled film), and the direction of the 
arrow "b" has -100° for the x-axis. 

Accordingly, as mentioned above, since the upper 
polarization board of the rolled film and the twisted 
phase difference board of the rolled film have the angle 
relationship between the absorption axis and the oriented 
direction, they cannot be superposed on each other in the 
same direction (i.e., roll-out direction). In this case, 
the upper polymer must be inclined by 140° for the rolled 
film of the upper polarization board in order to 
superpose on each other as shown by Fig. 25B. 
Accordingly, when manufacturing an individual display 
apparatus, there is considerable loss in the material- 
cutting when superposing and cutting. 

Further, Figure 25B is a detailed explanatory view 
of Fig. 25A. The arrangement relationship between the 
upper polarization board 4 and the upper polymer 32a is 
the same as that of Fig. 25A. As well as Fig. 25A, the 
arrow "a" is +40° for the x-axis of the twisted phase 
difference board, and the arrow "b" is -100° for the x- 
axis. In this case, as shown by the angles al and a2 , 
the upper polymer must be produced based on the oriented 
direction of ±40° for the moving direction "b" of the 
rolled film in the manufacture of the twisted phase 
difference board itself. Accordingly, when the angle 
relationship between the upper polarization board and the 
upper polymer is 140 °, they must be inclined and 
superposed on each other as shown in Fig. 25B so that 
there is considerable loss in material-cutting. 



In the present invention, as shown in Figs, 2 0 and 
21, the angle difference between the absorption axis of 
the upper polarization board and the molecule-oriented 
direction of the upper polymer is set to -40°, and the 
oriented direction of 40° (i.e., angles al and a2 ) of the 
rolled film of the upper polymer itself is utilized 
positively so that it is possible to realize the same 
moving direction of the rolled film of the upper 
polarization board as that of the rolled film of the 
twisted phase difference board. 

That is, Figure 25C shows an arrangement 
relationship between the upper polarization board 4 and 
the upper polymer 32a in Fig. 20. That is, the arrow "a" 
indicates the direction of the absorption of the upper 
polarization board, and has -45° for the x-axis. On the 
other hand, the arrow n b" indicates the molecule-oriented 
direction of the upper polymer, and has -85° for the x- 
axis of the twisted phase difference board. Accordingly, 
the angle difference between them is 40°. Therefore, 
when the rolled film of the upper polymer having the 
oriented direction of 40° is used, the rolled film of the 
upper polarization board and the rolled film of the upper 
polymer can be superposed upon each other for the same 
direction . 

Further, Figure 25D shows an arrangement 
relationship between the upper polarization board 4 and 
the upper polymer 32a shown in Fig. 21. That is, the 
arrow "a" has +90° for the x-axis of the twisted phase 
difference board, and the arrow "b" has +50° for the x- 
axis of the twisted phase difference board. Accordingly, 
the angle difference between them is 40°. Therefore, 
when the rolled film of the upper polymer having the 
oriented direction of 40° is used, the rolled film of the 
upper polarization board and the rolled film of the upper 
polymer can be superposed upon each other in the same 
direction. Further, when cutting the rolled film for 
each size, since it is cut only at a right angles to the 



rolled film, it is possible to utilize almost all rolled 
film without loss in material-cutting, and to realize low 
cost product. 

Figure 2 6 is an explanatory view in the case of 
actual manufacture of the rolled films in Figs. 25C and 
25D. As shown in the drawing, the rolled films of the 
upper polarization board and the upper polymer are moved 
to the same direction, superposed upon each other and 
adhered. Then, the superposed rolled film is cut off for 
each size so that the polarization board with the phase 
difference board can be manufactured (see dotted 
line (1)). As another case, the rolled films are 
superposed upon each other and wound, and cut off it to a 
suitable size in order to manufacture a bonded unit of 
the polarization board and the twisted phase difference 
board. As a result, it is possible to considerably 
reduce material-cutting loss, and to improve 
productivity, so that it is possible to achieve reduction 
in the manufacturing cost. 

Figure 27 is an essential and structural view of the 
liquid crystal display apparatus in which a reflection 
board is added to the structure of Fig. 1. In general, 
aluminium is evaporated onto a thin substrate, such as a 
paper, an aluminium foil, etc., and this aluminium-coated 
substrate is used as the reflection board 5. As another 
example of the reflection board, a half-transmission type 
reflection board, in which the aluminium is coated onto a 
transparent substrate, is used. In this case, a back 
light (not shown) is usually used in addition to the 
reflection board. 

Figure 28 is an essential and structural view of the 
liquid crystal display apparatus in which a touch panel 
is added to the structure of Fig. 1. The touch panel 6 
is usually bonded to the upper polarization board 4. In 
the liquid crystal display apparatus according to the 
present invention, since a high contrast can be realized, 
it is very easy to observe the image without 
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deterioration of the image quality even if a touch 
panel 6 is provided. 

Figure 29 is a graph for explaining a temperature 
compensating type liquid crystal polymer used as one 
5 modified example and a temperature characteristic of the 
retardation of the nematic liquid crystal layer. The 
twisted phase difference board, in which the retardation 
And2 is not changed even if the temperature is changed, 
was used in this embodiment. However, by using the 

10 temperature compensating type liquid crystal polymer in 
which the retardation And2 becomes small when the 
temperature raises, it is possible to provide a liquid 
crystal display apparatus which shows better temperature 
characteristic. It is obvious that the difference 

15 between the retardation Andl of the nematic liquid 
crystal layer and the retardation And2 of the 
temperature compensating type liquid crystal polymer is 
constant in the temperature range of 20 °C to 80 °C. 

In order to resolve an undesirable colored image on 

2 0 the display apparatus and obtain the high contrast, it is 
desirable to have the same characteristic between two 
retardations And as far as possible. According to the 
liquid crystal polymer (LCP) used in the present 
invention, two retardations And are matched in this 

25 temperature range so that it is possible to realize the 

image having high quality. In the present invention, the 
difference between two retardations, i.e., Andl - And2, 
are defined in the range of 0.1 to 0,3 \xm, and this range 
is defined when the temperature is 25°C. However, the 

30 present invention can be applied in the temperature range 
of 20°C to 80°C. 

Figure 30 is a graph for explaining the contrast in 
use of the temperature compensating type liquid crystal 
polymer. When the temperature compensating type liquid 

35 crystal polymer and the liquid crystal cell used in the 
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modified example of the present invention are combined 
with each other, a deterioration of the contrast is not 
found as shown in the drawing. 
POSSIBILITY OF UTILIZATION IN INDUSTRY 
5 According to the present invention, as mentioned 

above, based on results of various experiments, the 
colored image on the display can be resolved by defining 
concretely various angle relationships, such as 
relationship between the twist angles, so that it is 

10 possible to provide the liquid crystal display apparatus 
having bright and high contrast. Further, based on the 
structure of the liquid crystal display apparatus 
mentioned above, it is possible to perform, very 
effectively, material-cutting of the structural parts so 

15 that it is possible to provide a manufacturing method of 
the liquid crystal display apparatus in which the 
reduction of the manufacturing cost and the improvement 
of the productivity can be realized. As a result, the 
possibility of utilization in industry is very good in 

20 various fields. 



CLAIMS 

1, A liquid crystal display apparatus comprising a 
first substrate (21b) having a first transparent 
electrode (22b) and a second substrate (21a) having a 
second transparent electrode (22a), liquid crystal 
devices (2) holding a nematic liquid crystal layer (24) 
which is twist-oriented by an STN-twist angle between the 
first and second substrates; a first polarization 

board (1) provided for an outside of the first substrate; 
a twisted phase difference board (3) provided for the 
outside of the second substrate and having liquid crystal 
polymer layers (32a, 32b); and a second polarization 
board (4) provided for the outside of the twisted phase 
difference board; characterized in that, 

the direction of the twist angle of 
molecule orientation of the twisted phase difference 
board (3) is reverse to the direction of the twisted 
orientation of the liquid crystal molecule of the liquid 
crystal devices (2), and the twist angle of the twisted 
phase difference board is smaller than the twist angle of 
the liquid crystal devices (2) by 10° to 40°. 

2, A liquid crystal display apparatus as claimed 
in claim 1, wherein the STN-twist angle lies in the range 
of 180° to 270°. 

3, A liquid crystal display apparatus as claimed 
in claim 2, wherein 

an angle between the liquid crystal 
molecule-oriented direction of the alignment film (23a) 
of the second substrate and the molecule-oriented 
direction of a lower polymer (32b) of the liquid crystal 
polymer layer lies in the range of 80° to 90°; 

an angle between an absorption axis of the 
first polarization board (1) and the liquid crystal 
molecule-oriented direction of the alignment film (23b) 
of the first substrate side lies in the range of 50° to 
60°; and 

an angle between the absorption axis of 
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the second polarization board (4) and the molecule- 
oriented direction of an upper polymer (32a) of the 
liquid crystal polymer lies in the range of 30° to 40°. 

4. A liquid crystal display apparatus as claimed 
5 in claim 2, wherein 

in the relationship between a retardation 

Andl obtained by product of a double refractive index 
Anl of the nematic liquid crystal layer (24) and a 
thickness dl of the liquid crystal layer, and a 

10 retardation And2 obtained by product of the double 

refractive index An2 of the liquid crystal polymer layer 
and the thickness d2 of the liquid crystal polymer layer, 
the retardation Andl lies in the range of 
0.7 to 0.9 \m, and 

15 the difference Andl - And2 lies in the 

range of 0.1 to 0.3 |luti. 

5. A liquid crystal display apparatus as claimed 
in claim 2, wherein 

an angle between the liquid crystal 
20 molecule-oriented direction of the alignment film (23a) 
of the second substrate and the molecule-oriented 
direction of a lower polymer (32b) of the liquid crystal 
polymer layer lies in the range of 80° to 90°; 

an angle between an absorption axis of the 
25 first polarization board (1) and the liquid crystal 

molecule-oriented direction of the alignment film (23b) 
of the first substrate side lies in the range of 50° to 
60°; 

an angle between the absorption axis of 
30 the second polarization board (4) and the molecule- 
oriented direction of an upper polymer (32a) of the 
liquid crystal polymer lies in the range of 30° to 40°; 
and 

in the relationship between a retardation 
35 Andl obtained by product of a double refractive index 



Anl of the nematic liquid crystal layer (24) and a 
thickness dl of the liquid crystal layer, and a 
retardation And2 obtained by product of the double 
refractive index An2 of the liquid crystal polymer layer 
and the thickness d2 of the liquid crystal polymer layer, 
the retardation Andl lies in the range of 0.7 to 0,9 jam, 
and the difference Andl - And2 lies in the range of 0.1 
to 0,3 ^im. 

6. A liquid crystal display apparatus as claimed 
in claim 2, wherein a preferential view direction of the 
liquid crystal devices (2) is set to any one direction of 
the hands of a clock showing two-thirty, four-thirty, 
seven-thirty or ten-thirty. 

7. A liquid crystal display apparatus as claimed 
in claim 3 or 5, wherein the second polarization 
board (4) and the twisted phase difference board (3) 
structures a bonded unit; and the bond unit is structured 
by superposing upon the second polarization board of the 
rolled film and the twisted phase difference board of the 
rolled film, and adhering them for the same roll-out 
direction, by utilizing the angle between the absorption 
axis of the second polarization board (4) and the 
molecule-oriented direction of the upper polymer (32a) of 
the liquid crystal polymer layer being in the range of 
30° to 40°. 

8. A liquid crystal display apparatus as claimed 
in claim 7, wherein the bonding unit is structured by 
superposing upon the rolled films each other and adhering 
them for the same direction, and by cutting it to a 
predetermined size . 

9. A liquid crystal display apparatus as claimed 
in claim 2, wherein the liquid crystal polymer layer of 
the twisted phase difference board has a temperature 
compensating characteristic in a predetermined 
temperature range. 
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10. A liquid crystal display apparatus as claimed 
in claim 9, wherein the liquid crystal polymer layer has 
a temperature compensating characteristic in which the 
retardation (And2) of the liquid crystal polymer layer 

5 is always smaller than the retardation (Andl) of the 
nematic liquid crystal layer in a predetermined 
temperature range . 

11. A liquid crystal display apparatus as claimed 
in claim 10, wherein the predetermined temperature range 

10 lies in the range of 20° to 80°. 

12. A liquid crystal display apparatus comprising a 
first substrate (21b) having a first transparent 
electrode (22b) and a second substrate (21a) having a 
second transparent electrode (22a), liquid crystal 

15 devices (2) holding a nematic liquid crystal layer (24) 

which is twist-oriented by an STN-twist angle in the 
range of 180° to 270° between the first and second 
substrates; a first polarization board (1) provided for 
an outside of the first substrate; a twisted phase 

20 difference board (3) provided for the outside of the 

second substrate and having liquid crystal layers (32a, 
32b); and a second polarization board (4) provided for 
the outside of the twisted phase difference board; 
characterized in that, 

25 a) the direction of the twist angle of 

molecule orientation of the twisted phase difference 
board (3) is reverse to the direction of the twisted 
orientation of the liquid crystal molecule of the liquid 
crystal devices (2), and the twist angle of the twisted 

30 phase difference board is smaller than the twist angle of 
the liquid crystal devices (2) by 10° to 40°; 

b) an angle between the liquid crystal 
molecule-oriented direction of the alignment film (23a) 
of the second substrate and the molecule-oriented 

35 direction of a lower polymer (32b) of the liquid crystal 

polymer layer lies in the range of 80° to 90°; 



c ) an angle between an absorption axis of the 
first polarization board (1) and the liquid crystal 
molecule-oriented direction of the alignment film (23b) 
of the first substrate side lies in the range of 50° to 
60°; 

d) an angle between the absorption axis of 
the second polarization board (4) and the molecule- 
oriented direction of an upper polymer (32a) of the 
liquid crystal polymer lies in the range of 30° to 40°; 

e) in the relationship between a retardation 
Andl obtained by product of a double refractive index 
Anl of the nematic liquid crystal layer (24) and a 
thickness dl of the liquid crystal layer, and a 
retardation And2 obtained by product of the double 
refractive index An2 of the liquid crystal polymer layer 
and the thickness d2 of the liquid crystal polymer layer, 
Andl lies in the range of 0.7 to 0.9 \xm, and the 
difference Andl - And2 lies in the range of 0.1 to 

0.3 ; 

f) the second polarization board (4) and the 
twisted phase difference board (3) structure a bonded 
unit; and the bond unit is structured by superposing upon 
the second polarization board of the rolled film and the 
twisted phase difference board of the rolled film, 
adhering them for the same roll-out direction, and 
cutting it to a predetermined size; and 

g) the liquid crystal polymer layer has a 
temperature compensating characteristic in which the 
retardation (And2) of the liquid crystal polymer layer 
is always smaller than the retardation (Andl) of the 
nematic liquid crystal layer in a predetermined 
temperature range . 

13. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal 
display apparatus comprising a first substrate (21b) 
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having a first transparent electrode (22b) and a second 
substrate (21a) having a second transparent 
electrode (22a), liquid crystal devices (2) holding a 
nematic liquid crystal layer (24) which is twist-oriented 
5 by an STN-twist angle in the range of 180° to 270° 
between the first and second substrates; a first 
polarization board (1) provided for an outside of the 
first substrate; a twisted phase difference board (3) 
provided for the outside of the second substrate and 

10 having liquid crystal polymer layers (32a, 32b); and a 

second polarization board (4) provided for the outside of 
the twisted phase difference board; wherein an angle 
between an absorption axis of the second polarization 
board (4) and a molecule-oriented direction of an upper 

15 polymer (32a) of the liquid crystal polymer layer lies in 
the range of 30° to 40°; characterized in that, 

a) the second polarization board (4) is 
structured by rolled film; 

b) the twisted phase difference board is 
20 structured by the rolled film; 

c) the roll-out direction of the rolled film 
of the second polarization board and the roll-out 
direction of the rolled film of the twisted phase 
difference board are arranged in the same direction by 

25 utilizing an angle being in the range of 30° to 40°; 

d) the rolled film of the second polarization 
board and the rolled film of the twisted phase difference 
board are superposed upon each other and adhered them in 
the roll-out direction; and 

30 e) a bonding unit is made by cutting the 

rolled film in a predetermined size after adhesion and 
bonding the second polarization board and the twisted 
phase difference board. 
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ABSTRACT 

The liquid crystal display apparatus according to 
the present invention includes a) the direction of the 
5 twist angle of molecule orientation of the twisted phase 
difference board (3) is reverse to the direction of the 
twisted orientation of the liquid crystal molecule of the 
liquid crystal devices (2), and the twist angle of the 
twisted phase difference board is smaller than the twist 

10 angle of the liquid crystal devices (2) by 10° to 40°; b) 
an angle between the liquid crystal molecule-oriented 
direction of the alignment film (23a) of the second 
substrate and the molecule-oriented direction of a lower 
polymer (32b) of the liquid crystal polymer layer lies in 

15 the range of 80° to 90°; c) an angle between an 

absorption axis of the first polarization board (1) and 
the liquid crystal molecule-oriented direction of the 
alignment film (23b) of the first substrate side lies in 
the range of 50° to 60°; d) an angle between the 

2 0 absorption axis of the second polarization board (4) and 
the molecule-oriented direction of an upper polymer (32a) 
of the liquid crystal polymer lies in the range of 30° to 
40°; and e) the relationship between Andl of the nematic 
liquid crystal layer and And2 of the liquid crystal 

25 polymer layer is defined in a particular relationship, so 

that it is possible to resolve colored image on the 
display and to realize an image quality having a high 
contrast. 
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LIST OF REFERENCE CODES 

1 ... FIRST POLARIZATION BOARD 

2 . . . LIQUID CRYSTAL ELEMENT 

3 ... TWISTED PHASE DIFFERENCE BOARD 

4 ... SECOND POLARIZATION BOARD 
21b ... FIRST SUBSTRATE 

21a ... SECOND SUBSTRATE 

22b . . . FIRST TRANSPARENT ELECTRODE 

22a ... SECOND TRANSPARENT ELECTRODE 

23b ... FIRST ALIGNMENT FILM (LOWER) 

23a ... SECOND ALIGNMENT FILM (UPPER) 

24 ... LIQUID CRYSTAL LAYER 

31a ... HARD COAT LAYER 

31b ... TRANSPARENT FILM SUBSTRATE 

32a ... UPPER POLYMER 

32b ... LOWER POLYMER 
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Declaration and Power of Attorney For Patent Application 
Japanese Language Declaration 



"S^ft^r^^^^J* t L T, &JiUTiOiS *) jEB'L^i". As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 



My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated 
next to my name. 



I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor {if only one name 
is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor (if plural 
names are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed and 
for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 

A LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY APPARATUS AND A 
METHOD FOR MANUFACTURING THE SAME 



the specification of which is attached hereto unless the following 
box is checked: 



□ was filed on August 25, 1999 

as United States Application Number or 
PCT International Application Number 

P CT/JP99/04590 and was amended on 
<if applicable}. 



1 hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of 
the above identified specification, including the claims, as 
amended by any amendment referred to above. 



I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to 
patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section 1.56. 
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Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated io take 0.4 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington. DC 2023 t . DO NOT 
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks. Washington, DC 2023 t . 



^ Approved for use mrougfi 9/30/98 OMBOesV-OoS 

Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
w Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control numoer, 

Japanese Language Declaration f 

( 0 ^H^Hl?) 



x|Hia^^3 5 m 1 1 9 3k (a) - (d) ^'^Ji3 6 5 3; 
" ik'LT^off-lr^T:^^ 3 6 5 (a) J3fKS"f < HBffiJH. X 

Tie. fi^r^-^tol £ T\ t^LTv^-J-. 
Prior Foreign Application(s) 

10-238579 (Pat. Appln . ) Japan 



(Number) 



(Country) 



I hereby claim foreign priority under Title 35, United States Code. 
Section 119 (a)-jd) or 365(b) of any foreign appJication(s) for patent 
or inventor's certificate, or 365(a) of any PCT International 
application which designated at least one country other than the 
United States, listed below and have also identified below, by 
checking the box, any foreign application for patent or inventor's 
certificate, or PCT Internationa! application having a filing date 
before that of the application on which priority is claimed. 

Priority Not Claimed 

25/August/1998 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) - 



(Number) 



■ (Country) 



(Day/Month/Year Filed) 

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code. 
Section 119(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed 
below. 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 
(£J£B) 



(Application No.) 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 
(ffiJSP) 

(Filing Date) 
(fflJSS) 



^^SST^ 0 , i»oK.«n t ^«f« i Soft i: 5 i ; J5> 
<IStftLSt. 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code. 
Section 120 of any United States applications), or 365(c) of any 
PCT International application designating the United States, listed 
below and. insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of 
this application is not disclosed in the prior United States or PCT 
international application in the manner provided by the first 
paragraph of Title 35, United States .Code Section 112. I 
acknowledge the duty to disclose information whicn is material to 
patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section 1.56 which became available between the filing date of the 
prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of 
application. 



(Status: Patented, Pending, Abandoned) 

met : wBrffBrsf, wmm 



(Status: Patented, Pending. Abandoned) 

I hereby declare that alt statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information 
and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued 
thereon. 



Page 2 of 3 



Japanese Language Declaration 



StTT 2>Zt ffitfC £ tlC^t £ -ty<T)^^z£m&¥t&M 



POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, 1 hereby 
appoint the following attorney (s) and/or agent (s) to prosecute 
this application and transact ali business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected therewith, (list agent's name(s) 
and registration number(s)) 



FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, GARRETT & DUNNER, Reg. No . 22,540 . Douglas B. Henderson, Reg. N o. 20,291 ; Ford F. Farabow, Jr., Reg. No. 

2 Q.630; Arthur S. Garrett, Reg. No 20.338 : Donald R. Dunner, Reg. N o. 19,073 ; Brian G. Brunsvold, Reg. No. _22._593 : "Tipton D. Jennings, IV, Reg. No. 

20.645 ; jerry D. Voight, Reg. No, 23,02Q; Laurence R. Hefter, Reg. No^JOJ^; Kenneth E. Payne, Reg. No 23,098 ; Herbert H. Mintz, Reg. NqJ*6Jg3; C. 

Larry O'Rourke, Reg. No. 26,01 47%T6ert J. Santorelii, Reg. No. 22,610; Michael C. Eimer, Reg. No._25.857; RichafdH. Smith, Reg. No^JOJQ^; Stephen L 

Peterson, Reg. No. 26.325; John M. Romary, Reg. No^26 t 331TBTuce"C. Zotter, Reg, No. 27,680; Dennis P. O'Reittey, Reg. No. 27J9§2^A11erfM. Soka!, Reg. 

No. 26,695; Robert D. Bajefsfcy, Reg. Ncu J5,387 ; Richard L Stroup, Reg. No. .23,47 8; DaW'w; Hill, Reg. No. 2&2^Thomas l Irving. Reg. No. 233^1 

CharTes^Tjpsey, Reg, N o, , 28. 165 : Thomas W. Wtniand, Reg. N o^ 27,69 5; Basil J. Lewris, Reg. No. 28,818; Martin !. Fuchs, Reg. No 1 j8 I 5p8; E. Robert 

Yoches, Reg. No. 30,120; Barry W, Graham, Reg. No.29,923; Susan Haberman Griffen, Reg. No. 30,Si?J7nfohard B. Racine, Reg. No. 30415; Thomas H. 

Jenkins, Reg. No/gL857; Robert E. Converse, Jr., ReqTN ci. 27,432; Clair X. Mullen, Jr„ Reg. N 6T2o5|8 ; Christopher P. Foley, Regr^toT^I ,354; John C. 

Paul, Reg. No.30,413; Roger D. Taylor, Reg. No. 28^392; David M. Kelly, Reg. No. 30,953; Kenneth J. Meyers, Reg. No. 25,146; Carol P. ErnaljaTTReg. No. 
f32,220; WalteTVTBoyd, Jr., Reg. Nq^31J2$; Steven M. Anzatone, Reg. No. ^2,0957 3eanB. Fordis, Reg. No. 32^84; BarBaTaXTMcCurdy, Reg. No. SgJSlOt- 
/ James K. Hammond, Reg. N o. 31,964 ; Richard V. Burgujtan, Reg. No. 31J44j J7Michael Jakes, Reg. No. 32^2g thomas W. Banks, Reg. No. 32719; M. 
[ Paul Barker, Reg. N o. 32,01 3 fBryan C. Diner, Reg. No. 32,409; Christopher P. Isaac, Reg. N 0^32,61 6; Andrew C. Sonu, Reg. No. 33^57; Dirk 0. Thomas, 

Reg. No. 32,600_ vs=r ~ ^ 

: Send Correspondence to: 



RivJNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, GARRETT & DUhlNER, LLP. 

1jgQTTSIB££T, HMZ 
WASHINGTON, D.C._200Q^-3315 



Direct Telephone Calls to: (name and telephone number) 



ARTHUR S. GARRETT 
202-408-4091 
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\ Full name of sole or first inventor 

> Yasushi Kanekp 



Hwentor'ssig nature \ . 



Date 

April 18, 2000 



Residence - — — 

Tokorozawa-shi , Saitaraa, Japan<; / /x 



—Citizenship- - 

Japanese 



Post Office Address 

c/o CITIZEN WATCH CO. , LTD. Technical 



Laboratory, 840, Aza Takeno, Oaza Shimotdpi, 
Tokorozawa-shi, Saitama 359-851 1 , Japan 



l^Hi: 



ill name of second joint inventor, if any 

iroshi Tsukada 



Second inventor's signature 



Oate 



H?v-gghf TsukcJ^ April 18, 2000 



Residence 

Tanashi-shi, Tokyo, Japan 



an 



Citizenship 

Japanese 



IMS o 58$ 



Post Office Address 

c/o CITIZEN WATCH CO. , LTD. Tanashi Factoijy 



1-12, Honcho 6-chome, Tanashi-shi, Tokyo 
1 88-851 1 f Japan 



(in ^Tz&x n m &<D*k rsw #K2f ut x> mm% «sa 

Page 3 of 3 



(Supply similar information and signature for third and 
subsequent joint inventors.) 



